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Tue Counci, 


A perusal of our report of the proceedings leaves 
two general impressions—that the meeting had’ not 
much to do but muddled what little they had, and 
that the President has determined to try and puta 
stop to the irrepressible irregularity of some promi- 
nent members who speak, regardless of rules or 
decorum, as often as they can. 

When we come to the various details of business 
considered by the Council we can only wonder at the 
methods pursued. The chief business was the con- 
sideration of reports of committees. Most public 
bodies act upon the common sense rule of supporting 
the recommendations of their committees. Our 
Council almost invariably, after a discussion giving 
evidence of utter ignorance of the work of the com- 
mittee, decide to alter or upset the report. The 
committee thoroughly discuss the subject, with the 
aid of documents and usually with the assistance of 
The Council receive 
the report in @ superior critical sort of manner. They 
discuss it; and the discussion has one good result, 
viz., that the majority of the members then learn for 
the first time the pros and cons of the matter. An 
outsider might suppose that every member comes 
prepared with information and a formed opinion. 
Nothing of the sort. They wait for the report and 
then vent their crude and hasty conclusions upon a 
matter which has been carefully considered. It is 
‘quite exceptional to receive a report and adopt it. 
The rule is to mutilate it, send it back to the com- 
mittee, and three months later to adopt the original. 

There are some subjects which every member of 
‘Council can master, such as an extra charge of 2d 
for envelopes or 6d. for washing. When it comes to 
& question of corporate interests which have no par- 
ticular financial or social bearing upon the individual, 
then apathy reigns supreme. 


Tue Boarp or AcricuLrurE. 
The relations of the veterinary profession to the 


| Exemption FROM JuRIEs. 

| This question has naturally obtained some con- 
| sideration. An astute electoral promise was made 
to do something, and the proposition now is to try 
and get a private Bill through the House of Commons. 
There would be no harm in thus playing to the 
gallery or pandering to the ignorance of electors if 
the proceeding were not accompanied by waste of the 
College funds. Everybody knows that a private bill 
to exempt some few hundreds of veterinary surgeons 
fou ageving on juries has no earthly chance of 
becoming law this session. Any expenditure on 
such an iynis fatuus is sheer waste of money. The 
Solicitor has warned the Council that the very least 
cost will be £200 and that it may be quite indefinite 
—say £1000. 

The Queen’s Speech to Parliament anticipates a 
difficulty even in passing Government measures, and 
uses the unusual expression—‘‘ if time permit.’’ We 
are told that the Attorney-General has promised his 
‘*sympathy.’””’ We know what that means. Mr. 
Herbert Gardner gave us any quantity of his sym- 
pathy, but of his help and assistance, none. A pri- 
vate bill is too slender a chance on which to expend 
£500, and we feel convinced that not one member of 
Council would risk such a sum in his private capa- 
city on so forlorn a venture. To go further with this 
matter is not business, it is electoral gambling. 


A Crever Morton. 


One of the most elementary rules for the conduct 
of business at any meeting is to take all notices of 
motion, not on the agenda, at the termination of the 
proceedings. Were this not the rule, confusion 
could be introduced into the orderly discussion of 
matters which were down for consideration by any- 
one clever enough to give notice of motion re- 
lating to some subject which was on the agenda. 
For instance, part of the business might be the adop- 
tion of a report from a committee on examinations. 
To pre-judge this a notice of motion might be given 


Board of Agriculture is a question which has excited 
some interest during the last three years, and more | 
than one member of Council has occasionally been 
galvanised into some show of warmth. It was 
recently stated that the Board of Agriculture had 
restored the veterinary department. Naturally prac- 
titioners looked forward to the meeting of Council 
for some authoritative statement. Not one word 
‘was forthcoming, and had it not been for a letter 
from a private member the State Veterinary Depart- | 
ment would not even have had a mention. As it is, | 
the only action taken, just at the commencement of | 
new Parliamentary Session, is to bury the subject, | 
without comment, in a committee. 


half-an-hour before the report was to be presented, 
and then a colleague ‘‘in the know’”’ would rise and 
say—‘‘ Why adopt the Committee’s report? We 
have just had notice of a motion for next meeting 
which may quite upset the report and so we shall be 
wasting time by discussing it now.” Clearly a new 
motion wants time for consideration, and it is only 
fair to suppose a committee’s report has been dis- 
cussed. To squeeze in a notice of motion where it 


has no business, and then to use it as a lever to block 


properly considered business, is as unfair as it is op- 
posed to all order. 

Yet this is just what was done at the Council 
Meeting. Professor McFadyean had on the agenda a 
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notice of motion to remove ‘‘ Meat Inspection ’’ from 
the Surgical ’’ to the Medical” side of the final 
professional examination, and he improved the op- 
portunity by adding another notice of motion 
(not.on the agenda) which would have the effect of 
dividing the D. examination into two parts. This 
matter was coming on in the report of the Examina- 
tions Committee, and afforded an opportunity— 
which was embraced—of trying to shelve the com- 
mittee’s recommendation under the plea that it might 
be discussed when the professor’s motion came on at 
next meeting. It was a clever motion, but it did not 
work this time. It was untimely and out of order. 


Removat or Names From REGISTER. 


A portion of the Registration Committee’s report 
consisted of a list of names which were to be removed 
from the Register for non-compliance with section 5, 
sub-section 4, of the Veterinary Surgeons Act. The 
owners of these names had been written to by the 
secretary three or four times and had not ‘replied. 
The list appeared in the veterinary periodicals where 
it could be seen by the gentlemen affected and by 
their friends—still no reply. The. proceedure is 
tedious and not without cost. The Act, which gave 
us a Register, and thereby great privileges, requires 
that Register to be correctly kept ; without the co- 
operation of the members no possibility of exactitude 
exists. The corporate interests of the profession re- 
quire some little mutual assistance between practi- 
tioners and registrar. The member who is too 
apathetic to see that his name and address are known 
to the registrar declines a duty imposed upon him by 
legislation, and causes infinite trouble to the College. 
There is no excuse for such negligence, and the pains 
and penalties provided must be enforced where 
necessary if our corporate life is to preserve any 
healthy activity. 

It is with real regret we notice an attempt made to 
defeat the work of the Registration Committee. 
More than one member of Council rose and attempt- 
ed to substitute his personal knowledge of the negli- 
gent member's place of residence, for the rule provi- 
ded by Act of Parliament. If our Register were 
altered on the ipse divit of any member of the pro- 
fession other than the person whose name and 
address was in question we should shortly arrive at 
chaos. Twice a good-natured secretary in times 
past removed a name from the Register on the assur- 
ance of a Member of Council that the owner of the 
name was dead. On both occasions the alleged dead 
man expostulated forcibly. It is simply astonishing 
how any adult could persuade himself to try and 
shield another from the effects of negligence, by ask- 
ing a legal body to accept his personal assurance in- 
stead of its own formal proceedings. 

How much more benevolent it would have been to 
the erring member and how much more respectful to 
the College, if the apologists had written to their 
friends before the meeting of Council and induced 
them to comply with the requirements of the Act and 
the bye-laws. That this misguided attempt should 
have been led by Professor McFadyean is, we confess, 
very disheartening. That he was supported by 
Messrs. Dollar, Penberthy, and Lambert may be re- 


gretted but will occasion no surprise. The opening 
sentence of Professor McFadyean’s speech on the 
subject was received apparently without pretest so we 
fear the report is inaccurate. A committee is a pri- 
vate meeting, and any person permitted by courtesy 
to listen to its proceedings would hardly detail them 
in public and then comment unfavourably upon his 
own breach of confidence. Really our Council is not 
improving. 
Marricutation CERTIFICATES. 

In the report of the Examination Committee two 
interesting questions cropped up—-the matriculation 
certificates and the “‘ D”’ examination. The question 
of the certificates was really a very simple one but, 
as usual, it became complex and mystifying under the 
weight of verbiage employed to elucidate it. Six 
certificates had been rejected by the Council and one 
of the veterinary schools protested. The holders of 
these certificates had joined the College under the 
rules of 1895 but did not present their papers till 
after the alteration made last July. Clearly in all 
fairness the reception or rejection of the certificates 
should be governed by the rules in force anterior to 
the July alteration. Not having seen the certificates 
we are unable to say what they were, but Professor 
Dewar based his argument for their validity upon the 
assumption that at some time ‘‘ divided certificates” 
were legally accepted by the Council. He stated 
that the President of the R.C.V.S. in Oct. 1894, 
wrote a letter saying ‘“ that divided certificates would 
be accepted.’’ We have before contradicted this, and 
probably it will remain impossible to impress some 
minds that it is incorrect by repeating the contra- 
diction. We shall try again. What took place in 
Oct. 1894 was this. The Council decided, the Presi- 
dent endorsed Professor Mettam’s letter, and the 
Secretary wrote—‘‘ We cannot accept any partial or 
divided certificate.’’ Then the Scotch Secretary wrote 
for further information and the reply sent him by the 
President through the Secretary of the College was— 
‘« The Council decided to accept the certificates men- 
tioned in our list. If the educational bodies gave 
the certificates it does not matter to us how they 
were obtained. I know no published rule of ous 
saying they must be passed ex bloc.’ Now how these 
two letters can be twisted into an approval of divided 
certificates has always been a:puzzle to us. The 
Council distinctly decided not to accept them. The 
President simply says that the certificates in our lis 
are to be received, and that we cannot go behind the 
educational bodies to ask how they were obtainel: 
If any gentleman will refer to the list or schedule be 
will find that for each examination one certilical 
must be produced, not two or more, and that the 
subjects are set out. The president has explain 
that his letter was written under the idea that po* 
bly some educational body granted one certificate * 
though the subjects were not all passed at ove extll 
ination, and that if such were the case the College 
was bound to accept them. He has also repudia 
any instruction saying a divided certificate Wo 
accepted. Such certificate, if on one piece of pape 
would not contain all the subjects, whilst if ~ 
pieces of paper, each containing only some © 
subjects, were presented, they would be inva 
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ooing cause only one certificate is anywhere mentioned. It 

| is, apparently, easy to be too exact and logical for 

a some minds to grasp the significance of an interpre- 
i tation. 

rid Tee six students have to suffer, not from any 


«fault of the officials ’’ but from the skill with which 
certain members of Council read into a letter, mean- 
ingsand intentionsneveranticipated by the author, and 
never expressed by the language used. Under the rules 
1894, divided certificates were no more acceptable 
than they are now. In’ fact, there are now no rules 
to guide us, only the opinion of some officials at the 
General Medical Council Offices—officials who are 
not bound either by the subjects on the face of a cer- 


two 
lation 
>stion 

but, 


er the tificate or by any conditions relating to them. Di- 

Six vided certificates were never legally acceptable to the 
d one Veterinary Council since 1893, until the bye-law of 
ers of July last made us parasitic to the General Medical 


Py aoe and permitting a man to pass “ a bit at 


r the Council. At the present time divided or any other 
s till certificates are legal if approved by the educational 
in all “host” on whom we deperd. 
Tue “D” Examination. 
icates This examination is the final one of the four now 
fessor required of students for the veterinary diploma. The 
mn the report of the Examination Committee, which was 
ates” adopted, contains a resolution as follows—‘ That the 
stated ™ examiners in Class D be instructed to conduct the 
1894, | examination as a divided one.’’ This is a very 
vould serious alteration of the intention of the large con- 
3, and ference of teachers, examiners and members of Coun- 
some cil who drew up and approved the four-years-course. 
tra: The “D” examination was arranged so that its 
ce iD written and oral parts should be taken by one exami- 
Presi- ner. The division into “ theoretical’’ and practi- 
1 the cal ’’ was purposely abolished, and it was stated at 
ial or _ the Conference, without contradiction, that all 
wrote the scheme “ oral’ meant “ practical,’ and 
yy the fm it may be inferred that the intention was to make 
vac— an the fourth examination follow the same plan as the 
men- fmm Other three. Under the three years course the final 
gave €Xamination included morbid anatomy, pathology, 
they Jn therapeutics, toxicology, and materia medica. The 
f ours is new “ 1)” examination contains none of these. It 
thee fmm 18 limited entirely to the Principles and Practice of 
vided F- Medicine and Surgery, with obstetrics and meat in- 
The Sspection. It is divided into a written and oral, 
The Ge =Which are considered conjointly in the marking by the 
vist examiners. 
d the i It is difficult to say how it can be divided into a 
ine. theoretical and practical, and it would be sheer wan- 
lebe fmm tonness to break up its unity merely to afford a 
ice clearance at the schools. 
¢ the im If a candidate cannot pass in the “ principles and 
jinel me Practice of surgery ” at one examination, his intelli- 
088i 3 gence and acquirements are below those requisite 
teal fora practioner, If the schools confess that a private 
sal’ [imme €©Practloner can teach a man this subject as well as they 
lege a can, we see no reason why a rejected student should 
iatel fmm @6=6"0t have his choice between a return to college or a 
Id be 4 term with a practioner, but we see no argument for 
% reaking up the final examination into theoretical 


| 
CASES AND ARTICLES. 


LEAD POISONING. 
By Davm Puen, M.R.C.V.S. 


The patients were seven valuable foals said to be 
suffering from influenza, and for which they had been 
treated by their attendant, before 1 was requested 
to see them. 

The first colt presented the following symptoms : 
He stood in a listless manner in a corner of the box 
and would occasionally paw with one fore-limb, 
looked ‘wasted, the coat stared and was dry and 
scurfy. _ A grey watery discharge dropped from the 
nose which consisted of mucous and epithelial cells, 
but no pus elements. In its course over the skin of 
the external nares it dissolved the pigment of this 
portion of the integument, leaving a pinkish-white 
track about a quarter of an inch wide. The sub- 
maxillary glands were enlarged, the eyes were bright 
and appeared a little more prominent than usual, the 
tongue was redder than normal, the breath offensive. 
About an eighth of an inch of the gum adjoining and 
in front of the incisor teeth formed a very distinct 
red erect which terminated rather abruptly in the 
interdental spaces, being here replaced by a dirty 
grey deposit which emitted an extremely unpleasant 
odour when removed, leaving the under structures 
bleeding. The pulse was frequent, hard, and dimin- 
ished in volume, the temperature 100-4, which is sub- 
normal for a colt of eight months. 

He refused all food, the faces were hard and left 
the mucous membrane oi the anus with some diffi- 
culty, each pellet presenting a dark glistening surface 
and @ foetid odour, urine high coloured and ropy from 
the presence of mucus. When hustled around the 
box the colt emitted a roaring noise. “ 

The succeeding five colts presevted the same 
i symptoms, but the seventh differed some- 
what. 

When examining the first six, I could hear a colt 
neighing every two or three minutes, and when [ ap- 
proached this one’s box he could be heard to be pac- 
ing around it as hard as he could go. When the 
box door was opened he stopped and looked very ex- 
citedly at us, then he would turn and stare into the 
top corner of the box; he would now wheel round and 
gaze into the next corner. He was caught, and found 
to manifest the same local condition of the mouth 
and nostrils as the preceeding six. The pacing dur- 
ing his delirium naturally caused a good deal of 
physiolcgical change in the pulse and temperature, 
the latter being 105. He commenced galloping as 
soon as we closed the door. I had him immediately 
stopped, and got a groom to stay with him night and 
day until he became calm. The following day his 
temperature was below par. 


the premises, are kept in pairs in boxes with the ex- 
ception of No. 7 patient who was alone. The food 
is the best obtainable and above suspicion, the water 
is of excellent quality and supplied by a well-known 
water company direct to the premises through iron 


These colts, as with a large number of others on — 
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pipes, and is drawn from the taps as required, and | thin as a rail, tailless, ears enveloped in sores, the 


never allowed to stand in anything but the pails,each | dermis involved in fissures to a depth of several 
box being supplied with its own pail. 

Having examined the food and water and the | fore feet and one hind one disarticulated at the metacar- 
general surroundings for lead with no success. I | paland metatarsal joints respectively, the useless mem- 
examined the pails which were the ordinary wooden | bers merely hanging by pieces of skin, and progres. 
ones, painted green on the outside, and white on the | sion being carried on by means of the unprotected 


inside. The white inside I noticed was peeling | stumps—this gives a fair description of the animal as. 


freely, and good sized flakes, the size of a shilling | presented to our observation, for inspection. 
were loose and could be easily rubbed off. At the) On examination of the fissures we found them to: 
bottom of the pail was a layer of oatmeal which had | contain a purulent matter, which was emerging from 
been put in the water with the idea of chilling it; | under the dermis. This we eventually found to have 
mixed with this oatmeal could be found many flakes | been under-run, along the whole length of the back. 
of this dry paint; this sediment the colts would lick | Pieces, varying in weight from one to several pounds, 
up after drinking the water, and thus had arisen this | could easily be detached from their surroundings, 
serious trouble. : thus leaving the muscular tissues exposed, excepting 
All the other boxes were supplied with similar | for the purulent matter covering it, this however, 
pails, with this exception that the four pails supply- | was easily removed. In the region of the neck the 
ing these boxes were old ones, and had been painted | disease seemed to have finished its destructive work, 
several times ; last summer when they were not re-|as according to the owner, also the evidence pre- 
quired they were put away in a dry place, allowed to | sented, the dermis had been removed and cicatricial 
shrink, and when required again were filled with | tissue had filled in the spaces left vacant by the re- 
water, which caused them once more to expand ; this | moval of its original covering. Around the disarticu- 
shrinking and expanding of the wooden pails loosened | lated joints, swellings of a hard or callous character, 
the paint which fell and got mixed with the! were observed, and it is highly probable that, in 
oatmeal. the primary affection of the joints, these abnormal 
Treatment was similar to that laid down in our | growths were the tissue upon which the disease ex- 
text-books, with the result that in from seven to/| erted its destructive action. 
twenty-one days they all made good recoveries. The temperature was normal, and the appetite 
I thought it might be interesting to some of your | good but it is needless to say, that in spite of the 
readers to know that the internally white painted | owner’s protestations as to its appetite, and improv- 
_ ; may unsuspectedly cause a good deal of | ing condition (?) we ordered its immediate slaughter. 
trouble. 


PHLEGMONOUS ERYSIPELAS IN A PIG. Royal College ot 
| Veterinary Surgeons. 


The following case, which came under my notice, | 
some short time ago, will, no doubt, alae interest-| 4 quarterly meeting of the Council was held on Wed- 
ing to many readers of the Veterinary Record, nesday, 13th inst., at 10, Red Lion Square, under the 
_ We were requested to examine a pig, which, accord- | presidency of Mr. R. C. Trigger. There were also pre 
ing to the views expressed by the owner, when inti- | sent General Sir Frederick FitzWygram, Messrs. Edgar, 
mating his request, ‘‘ was dropping to pieces.” Fur- | Villar, Wartnaby, Dewar, Mulvey, Kidd, Faulkner 
ther interrogation elicited the information that six | Bower, Fraser, Lawson, Locke, Simpson, py — 
weeks previous to the date of our visit, he had noticed "Thatcher 
the pig off his feed, and for several days he appeared solicitor.) 
very unwell. In the meantime the B.A. Inspector * The Secrerary read the notice convening tle 
examined the pig, but did not order destroyal. meeting. mr 
Then, rapidly following the first symptoms of illness, | |The SECRETARY reported that Messrs. Peele, El hick 
there appeared blotches, of a red colour, over the meme y 4 Williams, and Abson regreted their inability 
whole skin, these gradually assumed a purple hue | @ttend the meeting. . : 
and finally burst, giving exit to a bloodstained puru- | The minutes of the quarterly meeting of aged a 
lent fluid. During the period these changes were -_ of the s —_ oe November 5th, 18%, 
taking place, the animal showed signs of much irri- 
tation, the skin was hot, and manipulation caused tof 
pain and much distress. Then followed changes | The Prestpent: There is a considerable amoun sn 
which will be better explained when enumerating | CO'espondence that I must ask your careful att sai 
the conditions presented on examination 8 | to because some of it deals with important matters .) 

On our arrival, we found our patient to be a hog 
pig about three parts grown, which was: laid in the | A» Ungoarunats Srypent. sJosing 
corner of a small wooden sty, partially buried in the _ First is a letter from Prof. W. O. Williams ‘d. The 
straw. We roused him but he exhibited a great dis- one 
inclination to move; h Case seems to be a peculiar one, and an 

ve; however, with a little encourage: | xo far as the student is concerned. 


ment he ultimately got d hobbled The soit oe 
— v up, and hobbled towards us, | that a ; go he was laid up 1} 
and a more pitiable object it is hard to imagine. As one due for his firs 


inches, discharging wounds, cicatrizing wounds, both. 
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professional examination in May, and consequently was 


local members of Parhament. When the exact position 


he unable to get through it until the following Christmas. | had thus been explained the Council might obtain the 
ral He was eligible for his second professional examination | assistance of a member who would lay the matter for- 
th. at Christmas but was again laid up with scarlet fever | mally before the House of Commons.— Your obedient 
ur- and only got out of hospital on the day of the examina- | servant, . 
m- tion. He should like to know if under the circumstances HUNTING.” 
he could take out his three years classes, and in the! The Prestpent: You have heard Mr. Hunting’s 
A event of his getting through his second examination in | letter; have you any resolution or suggestion to make 
ed ‘May might he be found eligible for his third next | upon it! war 
al Christmas. The illness occurring both times before the | Prof Dewar: I beg to move “That Mr. Hunting’s 
examinations made it impossible for him to sit, and he | communication be referred to the Parliamentary and 
to hoped that it would be possible for him to take up his | General Purposes Committee. ; 
ym three years’ work next term, by doing which he could| Mr. Krpp seconded the motion, which was agreed to. 
ve have a chance of saving the time which otherwise would 1 ae 
ok be lost. a the last | EXEMPTION OF VETERINARY SURGEONS FROM JURIES. 
if illness and he also a certificate for the former one, | : ; , e 
but unfortunately it had been destroyed. Dr. Wood, | | ask to 
gs, late superintendant of the hospital, who wrote the certi- | the on, the pr hich 
ng ficate was dead, but if necessary he could procure one | °™ pried waich 
er, from the doctor who sent him to the hospital on the second I sha ma. ha report 
rk, .We have here s medical certificate, amd overy- M :—“In accordance with the 
thing seems to be clear and straightforward so far as the | 
re student is concerned. He was in hospital laid up with | Passed at the last ay meeting of the Council that 
ial ™ <carlet fever from November 5th to December 11th. | the Solicitor should report at the next council meeting 
re- Prof. Williams gives the young man an excellent refer- | the steps ee should im peg te and the probable 
cu- M ence, and he says “Please lay the enclosed case before | ©°St of, obtaining at ct of Frarhament to exempt 
er, Council for that Mr. surgeons from acting on juries, I beg to 
i MacDonald’s case 1s one well worthy of consideration as a : 
m1 he is, and x ima has been, a hard waibind student. [|, (1). The proceedure to obtain such an Act would be 
” believe that such cases are frequently looked into in other | bY some member in either House introducing such a Bill 
ex: professions.” and seeing it through the necessary stages in his house, 
Mr. Mason: Have we any power to deal with this and by a member of the other House taking a similar 
site . question ? course after it had been passed in the first House, or by 
the fm The PrestpENT: | am rather afraid we have not. getting the Government, through the Privy Council, to 
— Mr. Mason : Jf we stretch a point we shall only create introduce such a Bill. The latter course is preferable for 
| i mischief two reasons. In the first place it would be of the nature 
er of a Government measure, and in the second place I am 


Mr. Mutvey: As a matter of fact we have no power. 

The PrestpEnt : The solicitor says that however much 
we may regret the matter we have no power to do any- 
thing in this case. 


A Mr. Wartnasy : I propose that the student be written 
4 to to the effect that the Council regret the matter but 
accede to the request 


Mr. FauLKNER seconded the motion, which was 
agreed to, 


THE AcTION OF THE BoaRD OF AGRICULTURE. 


The Prestpent : The next letter is from Mr. Hunting 
re the Board of Agriculture, and I will ask the Secretary 
to read it. 

The Secrerary then read the following letter : 

“7 anuary 9th, 1897. 
To the President and Council of the R.C.V.S., 

Hy Without, I hope, trespassing upon the duties of the 
Governing Body of the profession, I beg to direct atten- 
tion to the manner in which the Board of Agriculture 
has fulfilled its promise to restore the Veterinary Depart- 
ment. I feel sure the Council cannot approve the action 
of the Board, which is nothing more than a paper state- 


“Department” by themselves. To my mind this is a 
greater insult to the intelligence and dignity of the pro- 
fession than the action of the late President of the Board 
, abolishing the name, position, and duties of the 
4 eterinary Department which had existed for a genera- 
a and had done work approved by statesmen and by 
oe stockowners of the country. It is incredible that 
¢ House of Commons would uphold, even by a party 
be an arrangement which is opposed to reason and 
— has been accompanied neither by economy nor by 
during the three years of its existence. 
a ore venture to suggest that the Council might ini- 
all and organise some movement in which practitioners 
a over the country could bring our case before their 


ment that the two veterinary officers are constituted a 


informed that the Government is likely to make great 
demands upon the time of the House of Commons dur- 
ing the coming Session, and that Bills introduced by 
private members may have to wait a very long time. If 
the Council decide to adopt this course, then a petition 
should be prepared and submitted to the Privy Council. 

(2.) With regard to the probable cost, I should think 
thateven if the Government took it up they would still con- 
sider fees payable. Assuming everything to be favour- 
able I should put the minimum cost at about £200, but 
should there be opposition and the bill be referred to a 
committee for evidence to be taken, the cost would be 
very much greater, and it is impossible to make an esti- 
mate.” 

THE PrestpENT : I| think I may save much discussion 
if 1 now make a short statement. Owing to the in- 
fluence and good offices of our solicitor, who has cer- 
tainly exerted himself in this matter, the Attorney- 
General, Sir Richard Webster, kindly consented to re- 
ceive myself as President of the R.C.V.S., with the 
solicitor. to consider the matter. The solicitor and | 
waited upon him yesterday and laid before him vur 
views. I need hardly tell you that I availed myself of 
the opportunity with much satisfaction, Mr. 
Thatcher and | laid before the Attorney-General the 
salient points, and what we thought to be the strongest 
claim we could put forward. The Attorney-General 
asked us on what grounds we based our claim, and we 
pointed out to him that veterinary surgery of to-day 
was a very different matter from the veterinary surgery 
of a generation ago—of twenty or even ten years ago. 
We pointed out that we had now delicate investigations 
to conduct, and that the health of the community was to 
a large extent in our hands. Sir Richard Webster 
advised us to memorialize the Privy Council. He said 
“ You must get your petition well and influentially signed, 
and memorialize the Privy Council for permission to bring 
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in a bill. Do not go for an Act of Parliament your- 
selves, as you will have no possible chance of getting it 
at the present time. Having the > gery of the 
Privy Council to bring forward the bill, get a county 
member of influence to introduce it.” [I will not men- 
tion any names, but Sir Richard Webster mentioned one 
or two gentlemen whose names would carry great weight 
if they would undertake the matter. As an officer of 
the Crown, of course, the Attorney-General could pro- 
mise us nothing, but he gave us a very kind assurance 
that at all events we should have his sympathy. 

Mr. Simpson: As I ventured to introduce this mat- 
ter to the Council some time ago, and moved the reso- 
lution that Mr. Thatcher should investigate the subject, 
I now beg to move —“ That the Privy Council be peti- 
tioned in the terms that you, Sir, have suggested.” 

Mr. Lawson: 1 shall be happy to second that. 

THe PrestpeNt: Whilst on the subject I think it 
should go forth to the profession how important it is 
that every member of the veterinary profession should 
do what he possibly can to influence his local member of 
Parliament to give his cordial support to the bill. In 
that way we shall get it through. The resolution was 
carried. 

Tue Presipenr: I think it would be convenient 
with regard to drawing up this petition and the other 
work connected with it, if the matter were referred to 
the Parliamentary Committee. 

Mr. Mutvey: You want to memorialize the Gov- 
ernment and then bring the bill in. 

THe Presipent: All you want to do now is to refer 
this to the Parliamentary Committee. 

Mr. Mutvey: I move “That the solicitor’s commu- 
nication and the matter generally with regard to the 
exemption of veterinary surgeons on juries, be referred 
to the Parliamentary and General Purposes Committee. | 

Mr. Faulkner seconded the motion. 

THE PrestpeNT: I must ask you to add to that re- 
solution that the Committee be empower to prepare a 
petition and send it round. 

Mr. Munvey: accept that. 

Mr. FAULKNER: I was going to suggest that they 
should have power to carry through the recommenda- 
tions and | also accept your suggestion. 

THe Prestpent: The resolution now is “That the 
solicitor’s communication and the matter generally with 
regard to the exemption of veterinary surgeons from ser- 
vice on juries be referred to the Parliamentary and 
General Purposes Committee, and that they be em- 
powered to prepare the petition and send it round. The 
resolution was agreed to. 

Mr. Wrace : I should like to point out to members of 
Council—a great many members are much younger men 
than [ am myself, and, perhaps, may not remember it— 
that some 20 years ago Sir cs Coleridge introduced a 
Judicature Bill having a clause in it exempting veteri- 
nary surgeons from serving on juries. That clause 
passed, but, unfortunately, the Government of that 
time were turned out of oftice and the bill did not pass. 

I think it is well that the profession should know that. 


Novices oF Morton. 


Tue Presipent: The next business is a notice by 
Professor McFadyean of his intention to move an alter- 
ation of Bye-laws :—“ To amend the Section of Bye-law 
72, headed Examination D, so that it shall read as 
follows :— 

_ (1)... Principle and practice of veterinary medicine, 
including meat inspection, (written three hours ; oral 1 
hour). 

(2.) Principle and practice of veterinary surgery and 

? 


obstetrics (written 3 hours ; oral 1 hour).’ 

The only alteration involved in that is a’ transferance 
of the words “ meat inspection ” from veterinary surgery | 
to medicine.” IT need not enter into the reasons which | 


lead me to think that that is an improvement. My 
own opinion was that these notices of motion are not 
amendments and that it was not necessary to move 
them, but the ruling which was given by the solicitor, 
yesterday leads me to think that it is advisable, at any 
rate, to regard it in the meantime as necessary. I also 
beg to give notice of my intention to move the following. 
It is with regard to the conduct of the D. Examination, 
(1). “In order to qualify for the D. Examination a stu- 
dent who in the D. Examination fails to satisfy the ex- 
aminers, in respect of theoretical knowledge, must at- 
tend the lectures and courses of instruction at a recog- 
nised veterinary school during the interval between his 
rejection aud the next examination. 

(2.) A student who in the D. Examination displays 
sufficient theoretical knowledge of the subject, but fails 
in practical — shall not be required to re-attend 
at a veterinary school in order to qualify for re-examina- 
tion, and he shall not be re-examined except with regard 
to practical knowledge.” 


PRESENTATIONS TO THE LIBRARY. 


THE SECRETARY announced the following presenta- 
tions as having been made to the Library :— 

“The Journal of Comparative. Pathology and Thera- 
— by the Editor. ‘“ Hoppa-Segler’s Zerkchrift fur 

hysiologische. Chemi,” by the Editor. “Annual Re- 
— of Board of Agriculture,” by the Editor. “ Annual 

eport of the Imperial Bacteriologist, India,” by the 
Editor. “ Veterinary Journal,” “ Veterinarian,” “ Veter- 
inary Record,” by the Editors. 

Mr. Wrage : I beg to move that a vote of thanks be 
accorded to the donors for their presentations. 

Mr. Mutvey seconded the motion which was agreed 
to. 

REGISTRATION COMMITTEE. 

Mr. Stmpson (the Chairman of the Committee) read 
the report of the Registration Committee and moved its 
adoption. 

e report stated that the list of names for removal 
from the Register was submitted tu the committee in 
consequence of non-compliance with the requirements of 
section 5, sub-section 4, of the Veterinary Surgeons Act. 
The list was directed to be published in the journals. 
The committee recommended that the names should be 
removed from the Register. 

The committee had also considered the cases laid be- 
fore them which comprised charges of advertising 
against members of the College and against unqualified 
persons for breach of section 17. In most instances the 
committee directed customary notices to be sent, and in 
others directed enquiries to be made. With regard to 
the advertising cases, the solicitor was instructed I 
several instances to call upon the offending parties 
appear before the committee or to give undertakings: 
and they had had before them two members on the 
charge of advertising. The report further stated that 
the secretary reported that he had received a letter frou ° 
the Privy Council enclosing a petition from Mr. Howat 
for restoration of his name to the Register, and the com: 
mittee directed that a reply be prepared and submitt 
to the Council. The committee Mrad considered the 
application for restoration of Mr. Howard, and it I 
commended that he be restored to the Register. The 
names to be removed from the Register for non-com! 
ance with section 5, sub-section 4, were as follows 
J. P. Adams, James Baley, J. T. P. Carter, Hugh Clarke 
Frederick Coleman, E. P. Dwyer, William Fairbair, 
J. E. Fletcher, M. W. Gatwood, G. A. Herron, W. T. © 
Hodgins, Herbert Howell, James Mills, Daniel Bet 
H. F. Sugden, H. P. Taylor, C. E. Williamson, and Rot 
Yates. 

Mr. Fraser seconded the motion for the adoptio” 
the report. i tal 

Prof. McFapyean : I should like to mention tha 


J 


vie 
ef 
| 
| \ 
j 
| 
r 
| 
| 
| 
a | M 
| lis 
is 
th 
‘ 
é no 
| tir 
pr 
| re 
| 
not 
al 
| as 
tha 
list 
dre 
Mr. 
| | wit 
the 
Wa 


greed 


) read 
ed its 


moval 
tee in 
nts of 
s Act. 
nals. 


ild be 
id be- 


tising 
alitied 
es the 
ind in 
ard te 
‘ed in 
ties te 
<ings 
the 
| that 


r from 


oward 
COM 
mitted 
the 
it Ie 
omplt 
Ws 
‘larke, 
Phair’. 
ewalt, 


Robt 
0! 
hat al 
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-case where the address of one of these gentlemen is given 


committee. We had no address given tous. But it is 


off. 


John Spencer Adams. 


January 23, 1897 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 387 


though Iam not a member of this committee, against | 


my will I was present and heard part of the proceedings 


yesterday, and I heard it stated with reference to one 
‘whose name was on that list that his present address | 


was known to a member of the committee, who volun- 
teered to give it. It was not accepted. Now it seems | 
to me to be an extraordinary proceeding. All that we | 
wish to get the correct address of the members of the | 

rofession. Wedo not want to fine them supposing they 

ave neglected to leave directions at their last address, 
if they have moved, what their new address is. I refer 
to the case of Mr. W. D. Fairbairn. It is known to me 
that his present address is St. Andrews, and I think it 
is possible that there are some other gentlemen whose 
present addresses might be known to members of Coun- 


cil. One of the gentlemen whose name is there is brother | 


toa member of the profession in London. Surely our | 


secretary might have written to him to ask whether he | 


knows where his brother is. 

The PresipENT: May I point out to you and to the 
Council generally that this extreme step is never taken 
until not only letters come back from the dead letter 


address and returned to us ? 
Prof. McFapyEan : That is no argument, surely, in a 


toa member of the committee. Mr. W. D. Fairbairn’s 
address is known to Prof. Dewar and myself as being 
without doubt St. Andrews at the present time. 

The Prestpent: We had not that before us at the 


quite open to you to move that any name can stand over 
for a time and not be struck off to-day. 

Prof. McFapyEan : I do move, sir, that the names of 
Mr. Fairbairn and Mr. Frederick Coleman be not struck 


The PrestpENT : You move as an amendment “that 
the report be adopted with the exception of striking off 
the names of Fairbairn and Coleman, and that they be 
referred back to the Registration Committee.” 

Prof. McFapyEAn : Yes. 

Vet.-Col. LAMBERT: I also gave the address of Mr. 
Adams yesterday, and I believe Mr. Hill accepted it—Mr. 


Prof. McFapygan: I will include that name in my 
motion, and my motion will now refer to the names of 
Messrs. Fairbairn, Coleman, and Adams. 


_ The Prestpent: Very well. Will you amend your 
list Mr. Simpson ? | 
Mr. : With pleasure. What I propose: todo | 
ls to erase these names, and then move the siestion of | 
the 
Prot. McFapyraAN : That is agreeable to me. 
Mr. Simpson : May I point out that the Secretary has | 
no choice in the matter? The directions are most dis- | 
tinctly made out as to how he is to proceed. He having + 
proceeded in the authorised way ne no other course 


removed. 


| Prof. Penspertuy: I have no fault to find with the 
secretary, and I cannot say I sympathise with men who 


not a matter of two months or six months, it is pany 
a matter of more than twelve months. But inasmuc 


College he must get re-registered and pay his 
guinea. 

Mr. Mutvey: I also know the address of one of the 

— on the list, but I certainly agree with Mr. 
Mason. 

Mr. WartNnaBy: Is not that matter referred to in the 
bye laws? 

The Presipent : I understand, Mr. Simpson, you will 
delete those three names ? 

Mr. Stmpson : Yes, with the consent of the Council. 
May I amend my proposition sir? 

The PRESIDENT: Yes. 

Mr. Suwpson : Then I move the adoption of the re- 
port subject to the exclusion of the paragraph dealing 
with the striking off of the men’s names. I will deal 
with no names atall. Let the list be taken as a separate 
motion. 

Mr. Mason : I will second that. 

The PREsImDENT: It is moved by Mr. Simpson, and 
seconded by Mr. Mason, “That the report be adopted 
except so far as it refers to the names of the gentlemen 
who are to be struck off the Register. 

Agreed to. 

Mr. Srewpson: I now move “ That the seal of the 
College be attached to the authority for the prosecu- 
tions,” 

Mr. FAULKNER seconded the motion, which was 
agreed to. 

The Presipent: I will now ask fora resolution re- 
garding that portion of the Registration Committee’s 
report which refers to the names to be struck off the 
Register. 

Mr. Sraupson : I beg to move as a separate resolution 
“That the names which are on this list shall be removed 
from the Registeren b/uc.” I do that for the reason that 
I know the members have ample opportunity of inform- 
ing the registrar of their address, and more than that, | 
think it is a most serious responsibility for any member 
of this Council, or, in fact, for the Council itself as a 
body, to undertake the alteration of a man’s address 
without his consent. I therefore move that these names 
mentioned in the report be removed from the Register 
en bloc. 

Mr. Mason : I beg to second that. 

Prof. McFapyEaN: I am sorry Mr. Simpson, un- 
consciously I have no doubt, has entirely misrepresented 
the nature of the remarks I made a minute ago. I «lid 
not for a moment suggest that we should alter the 
address of anybody. I gave what I am confident is the 
correct address of one gentleman, and I thought the 
course which our secretary would take would be to 
address a letter to him there, and that the same would 
apply to the other two gentlemen. But if the Council, 
although this man’s address is known, desire to inflict a 
tine of £1 on him, I object. 

Mr. Dottar: May I point out also before this resolu- 
tion is proceeded with that there is not merely the 


‘open to him but to recommend that the names should be ve of a fine of one guinea inflicted upon these gen- 


tlemen who are so unfortunate as to have removed from 
their addresses and not received our registered letters, 
but a very grave slur is cast on any such gentleman 


‘do not do their duty in returning their names. This is who may happen to be called upon to appear as a wit- 


ness in any Court of Law! He 1s exposed to the risk of 
being asked, “Is it not a fact that your name has been 


as three names have been excepted I do not object to removed from the Register!” 


that. I should like to mention, however, the names of | 


The Prestpent: May I point out that he can be re- 


two other gentlemen and have them deleted from the | stored again in five minutes ? 


list. I have reason for thinking that I know the ad-— 


dresses of those two gentlemen. Their names are raised by that question can never 


Mr. Dottar: That is not the head 
completely removes 


Mr. Hodgins and Mr. Carter, and I will communicate from the minds of a jury. A man may say “Yes, it is 


with them. 


| quite true, I have been removed from the register, but it 


—_ Mason : I know a gentleman whose name is | was only through a technical error, and my name has 
a “i dT know him intimately, but I go the other | been restored.” But such a slur would be cast upon the 
way. If he will not act according to the rules of the man by the mere question being asked, that it wouid ap- 
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preciably depreciate him in the minds of the jury. 
Another point I wish to draw attention to, is, that it 
seems to me, a most peculiar way of carrying out so very 
serious a function as this, to merely read the surnames 
of the persons who are to be removed, inasmuch as it 
may very well be as in the case of Mr. Coleman, that 
more than one person of that name is on our Register. 

Tue Presipent: It has all been published in the 
journals. 

Mr. Doar: It is at this meeting that we take the 
step by which the names are removed from the register, 
an bs Brno may have been done in counection with 
the journals, I think that at least in taking so serious a 
step, we should take every precaution to be technically 
correct. If we were, by want of technical correctness, to 
strike the wrong man’s name from the register, we 
would, of course, be exposing ourselves to very serious 
penalties. 

Ver.-Co.. LAMBERT: With regard to Mr. Adams, I 
move the deletion of his name because he is in one of 
my own departments now, so that it is necessary for me, 
in a certain sense, to defend his interests. I think there 
is a great deal in what Mr. Dollar says, and I would ask 
whether something to ameliorate the hardship pointed 
out could not be done in this way : could not a supple- 
mentary list be put at the end of the register in order to 
prevent anyone ina court of justice being persecuted, 
saying that the following gentlemen have been removed 
from the register because they have not notified their 
address, and for no other reason? Otlierwise, it is a 
very great hardship fora man. I will take Mr. Adams’ 
case. He had, up to recently, been in America for four 
or five years. Naturally it did not occur to him, I sup- 
pose, to notify his address, in fact it is not known to a 
very t number of the profession that they should do 
so. If he had been in America, and in a court of justice 
giving evidence, and he had been told that his name was 
not on the register of the R.C.V.S., that would have pre- 
judiced any jury and judge. Therefore, I ask, could not 
something be done in the register itself to point out for 
what reason the names were removed, and that it was 
for nothing discreditable to the men ? 

Proressonr DEWAR: Before this matter is settled I 
should like to refer to page 8 of the Register in connec- 
tion with the Veterinary Surgeons Act, of 1881. It will 
be seen that Section 5 is the Section concerned with 
the getting out and maintenance and correction of 
the Register of Veterinary Surgeons. Sub-Section 4 
says, “ Where the Registrar has reason to think that 
any person registered has ceased to practice,”—that is 
the initial step. 1 am prepared to testify here that I 
have been in communication with this gentleman within 
the last month, and that his address is St. Andrews. 

THE Prestpent: Let me point out that that has 
nothing to do with us, if the gentleman will not answer 
the letter sent to him. 

Mr. Fraser: Will you read the whole paragraph 
please ? 

THe Presipent: These gentlemen will not take the 
trouble to answer the letters. The names were pub- 
lished in the Veterinary Journals, and again they took 
no notice, and the fact that they write to somebody else 
is no evidence to us. Wedo not know they are’ prac- 
tising. ‘ 

Proressor Dewar: My evidence will be taken in 
the highest Court in the land, and surely it will be 
taken by the Council of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons. 

THe Prestpent: These gentlemen have not con- 
formed to the Rules and Regulations of the College 
and now it is for you to say whether they shall be struck 
off or not. 

McFapyean: Is my amendment stand- 


HE PRESIDENT: No, there is no amendment because 


there is a new resolution. Since then we have confirmed 
one portion of the Registration Committee’s Report, and 
left the other unsettled. It is quite open to you to 
move an amendment to the resolution, that they now be 
struck off en bloc. 

Proressok McFapyEan: I ask you to be good 
enough to put the amendment I have already moved— 
“That these three gentlemen, Fairbairn, Coleman, 
and Adams, be deleted from this list.” 

Mr. DotitaR: I second that amendment. 

Mr. Simpson: Before the vote is taken would you 
be kind enough to let the members know exactly what 
has been done in these cases? I think they will then be 
in a better position to know how to vote. 

Proressor McFapyEan : I suppose I shall be allowed 
to discuss this. 

Tue PRESIDENT: NO, Sir. 

THE SECRETARY: Section 5, Sub-section 4 reads as 
follows :—‘“ Where the Registrar has reason to think 
that any person registered has ceased to practice, the 
Registrar may send by post to such a person a notice in- 

uiring whether or not he has ceased _to practice, or has 
changed his residence, and if the Registrar does not 
within three months after sending the notice receive any 
answer thereto from such peison, the Registrar may within 
fourteen daysafter the expiration of the three months, send 
him by post, in a registered letter, another notice refer 
ring to the first notice, and stating that no answer thereto 
has been received, and if the Registrar does not within 
one month after the second notice receive any answer 
thereto, such person shall, for the purpose of the present 
section, be deemed to have ceased to practise, and his 
name may be removed accordingly.” 

Proressor McFapyEAN: “ May be!” 

Mr. Stwpson:: I should like to ask whether the See- 
retary has complied with all those conditions. 

THE PRESIDENT: All those conditions have been car- 
ried out. (Cries of “ Vote, vote.”) 

Ver.-CoLt. Lampert: May I say one word, Sir? 

THE Presmpent: I think not, you have already 
spoken. 

Proressor PENBERTHY: I have proposed a_ direct 
amendment. 

THE PresipeNt: This is a direct amendment. 

Proressor PENBERTHY: No, I have proposed that 
the names of two other gentlemen be deleted. | 
have a legal right to do this. 

Tae Presipent: It will be a more convenient 
course to ask Professor McFadyean to add those two 
names to the three he has already mentioned. 

Proressor PENBERTHY: That would not meet my 
purpose. 

Proressor Dewar: would you allow me to ask the 
Solicitor a question ? 

THE PrestpeNt: No, you have already spoken. | 
will now put Professor Mefaydean’s ‘amendment. 

The amendment was then put and lost. } 

THE PRESIDENT then put the original motion frow 
the Chair “That the names be struck off en bloc,” which 
was agreed to. : 

Tue Prestpent: .There is one more matter in col: 
nection with the Registration Committee I wish to bring 
before you. I ask your attention to this as it is an mr 
portant matter. I will ask the solicitor to read_ the let- 
ter received from the Privy Council with regard to 4 
John Howard. 

THE SoLicrror read the letter received from the 
Privy Council enclosing a petition from Mr. - 
Howard against the decision of the Council striking ™ 
name from the Register, and asking for any observattol 
from the Council on the subject: ; 

The Council directed that'a letter should be writtel. 
the draft of which they considered and approved, upho 
ing their action in the matter. 
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EXAMINATION COMMITTEE. 


Mr. Mutvey read the report and moved its adoption. 
The report stated that the Secretary had submitted to 
the Committee a letter from Messrs. Moorhead and 
Wood, Solicitors for Mr. Albert McDowell, for an 
explanation of the action of the College with regard to 
his «examinations and the Committee recommended 
that the matter be referred to the College solicitor. 

A letter had been read from the Town Clerk of Edin- 
burgh as to the refusal of the College to admit certain 
students to their first professional examination on the 
ground of non-completeness of .their certificates of 
examination in general knowledge. Having regard to 
the fact that these certificates had already been before 
adjudicated upon, the Committee made the following 
recommendation to the Council: ‘*The -Committee 
regret their inability to accede to the request made in 
the letter. The Committee had also considered what 
regulations should be made with regard to instructions 
to examiners in Class D examination, and some question 
having been raised as to whether or not such examina- 
tion could be divided in the same way as the final 
examination in the three-year-course, the following 
resolution was passed : “That the examiners in Class D 
be instructed to conduct the examination as a divided 
one.” The Committee also passed the following resolu- 
tion : “That the examiners in each section of Class D 
shall, as far as possible, conjointly examine each student,” 
and it was also resolved: “That the examiners should 
adhere to the existing bye-laws on the subject of this 
examination and that the Secretary should be instructed 
to forward to each of the examiners a copy of bye-law 72 
and such part of the second schedule of the bye-laws as 
refer to Class D examination.” 

Mr. Stmpson seconded the motion for the adoption of 
the report. 

The Presipent: The report is now open for dis- 
cussion if any member has any observations to make 
‘upon it. 

Prof. McFapyean: I have a few observations to 
make with regard to what appears to me a point of very 
great importance. Those members of Council who were 
not present at the Examination Committee yesterday 
are perhaps not aware that it was then discovered, or at 
least for the first time brought to the knowledge of a 
considerable number of those who were present, that 
there is no bye-law directing what is to be done in the 
case of a student who fails in his Class D examination. 
There is a bye-law which says that a student who fails 
in his A, B, or C examination shall, during the interval 
between his rejection and his next examination, attend 
a veterinary college; but nothing is said about 
Class D. Some of us thought that this was not an 
accidental omission, but that it was an intentional 
omission, leaving it open to the Council to make later 
arrangements. Some gentlemen have said that it was 
an Intentional omission, the idea of the Council at the 
time being that it was not necessary to say that the 
student who was rejected could come back—that it 
would follow as a matter of the course. Still another 
member of the Committee said that it was the deliberate 
intention of the Council that the student who failed in 

is D examination, no matter how ignominious that 
failure was, could not be asked to go back. I think it is 
well that every member of the Council, and the outside 
public also, should know that an attempt is going to be 

made by a sort of side-wind to introduce a regulation 
Which will press very hardly upon veterinary students. 

Under the old regulation a student who presented him- 
self for his final examination, and satisfied the examiners 

na he possessed a sufficient amount of theoretical 
nowledge was not compelled to go back to College 
Pare and he was not subjected to a re-examination in 

theoretical knowledge. He had to be re-examined in 


practical knowledge also. There are some members of 
Council who tell us that it was the deliberate intention 
of the Council who framed the regulations relating to 
the new system that that was no longer to regulate the 
course of the final examination, that the student was 
not to be allowed to separate the examination into the 
theoretical and practical. Needless to say, that will 
make the examination immensely more difficult, and I 
think that we will need to carefully consider whether, 
after having added one year to the curriculum and im- 
posed examinations which are decidedly of a higher 
standard, we are going to make more difficult an 
examination which, as conducted up to now, has en- 
tailed the rejection of nearly 50 per cent. of the candi- 
dates. 
The PrestpENt~ Prof. McFadyean has spoken on the 
report, but we have no amendment yet. 
rof. PENBERTHY : [ should like to speak on the same 
The Prestpent: Do you propose to move an amend- 
ment? It is quite open to you to discuss the report. 
Prof. PenBertuy : | should like to speak on the same 
int as Prof. McFadyean, and after I have discussed it 
if | think it is necessary to move an amendment perhaps 
T shall do so. I may say asa member of the Council, 
and of the Examination Committee, and of the Con- 
ference through whose work the alteration in the 
examination was brought about, I am of the conviction 
that the D examination which was then instituted was 
intended to be carried out in two parts, as the C exami- 
nation is at the present time (Hear, hear); and that 
the only reasons for altering the number of examiners 
were, first, the one of expense, and the other was the 
view we took that one examiner going through the 
written, the oral, and the so-called practical, with the 
same man, could form a much better opinion of his 
abilities for practising as a veterinary surgeon. In that 
lay the reason, as far as I can remember it--and my 
memory seems to be clear on the point—why the one 
set of examiners should examine the student all through 
I do not believe for a moment that at that time, when 
we were not quite sure about the four-years’-course, and 
what was the cost, and when we were fully convinced 
‘that practical knowledge could not be gained altogether 
at any of the teaching schools, that the Council at that 
time would have adopted any such view as is promul- 
gated here to-day, a was yesterday at the Committee, 
that the failure at this examination should entail the 
return of the student to the College for six or three 
months, as the case may be, or for another session, with 
the consequent expense and the consequent failure to 
get the knowledge which you say, or which the council 
at that time at any rate, did very forcibly say, could not 
be got at any of the teaching schools. To do their best 
to make up for that they had in class examinations to 
suggest : “ You are not sufficiently practical, you can go 
into a private practice where you can get some practical 
knowledge.” I maintain that that was the prevailing 
view of the Council at the time these regulations were 
passed, I shall not move an amendment. | will support 
the proposition. 
_ Mr. Kipp: My recollection is quite the opposite to 
that expressed by Prof. Penberthy, and | think many 
members will support my views when I say that at the 
time the examiners were appointed the question of the 
practical examinations was discussed, and the examin- 
ers were appointed for the oral only, and nothing was 
| said about the practical in the D examination. | think 
j it would be an extreme measure on the part of the 
Council to divide that last examination again— for one 
reason, if for no other, on the score of expense to the 
| College. 
Prof. McFapyEan: I should like to move an amend- 
| ment if I am not out of order. 
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The PrestpeNtT: You have had an opportunity of 
speaking before. 

Professor McFapyean : If you rule that, sir, I must 
submit. 

Vet.-Capt. BuTLER : May I protest —_" these long- 
winded arguments on this subject which bear at the 
present time no result? The whole of this question 
will have to be re-argued on Prof. McFadyean’s motion 
for the alteration of the bye-law. At the present time 
it simply means that the two sides are airing their views 
on the question for the benefit of those who are supposed 
to be familiar with it. 

Mr. Locke: There is one point in regard to the re- 
port that I think the attention of the Council should be 
called to, and that is the letter from the Town Clerk 
of Edinburgh with regard to those students who have 


not been allowed to go up with divided certificates. A | 


ood many members do not know the action which the 
Town Clerk intends to take with regard to the matter— 
viz., a legal action. 

The Prestpent: There is no legal action commen- 
ced, there is an intimation that a legal action may 
follow. 

Mr. Locke: There are members here who do not 
know anything about that, and I think it just as well 
that all the members of the Council should know. 

The PresmENT : Am I to understand that you would 
like that letter to the Council to be read? 

Mr Locke: I think the letter ought to be read to the 
Council. It isa matter of very great nroment, and I 
wish to move an amendment to the report with regard to 
that portion which bears on the question. 

Mr. Stmpson: Are we to leave this subject now?! I 
take it the members will either vote for or against. 

The Prestpent: | have allowed this discussion be- 
cause an amendment was not necessary. These gentle- 


men could argue and persuade members of Council to 


vote for or against the motion. 

Mr. Mutvey: If the report is going to be discussed, 
had we better not take it clause by clause ? 

Vet.-Col. LAMBERT : That would be the best course. 

Mr. Locke : I intend to move an amendment. 

The PresipeNt : You have not done so, and you have 
already spoken. 

Mr. Locke: | was only waiting until the letter from 
the Town Clerk was read. 

The Prestpent : Then let us have your amendment. 

Mr. Locke: Read the letter first. 

Mr. Stwpson: I propose that the report be taken 
paragraph by paragraph. There are paragraphs we are 
unanimously agreed about, I take it, and there are others 
we disagree about. 

Mr. FAULKNER seconded the proposition, which was 
agreed to. 

The first and second paragraphs of the report were adop- 
ted without discussion. 

Mr. Mutvey then moved the adoption of the third 
——- dealing with the letter from the Town Clerk 
of Edinburgh. 

Mr. Wrace seconded the motion. 

Mr. Locke : Before that is put | beg to propose that 
the letter be read to the Council. 

Vet.-Col. LAMBERT: I will second that. 

The PrestpENnt : You have no objection to that, I sup- 
pose, Mr. Mulvey ? 

Mr. Mutvery: No, sir. 

The Prestpent: Then I will ask the secretary to read 
the letter. 

The SecRETARY then read the letter from the Town 
Clerk of Edinburgh to the effect that he had been in- 
structed by the trustees of the Dick College with regard 
to the refusal of the Council to admit certain students 
to their first professional examination on the ground of 
the incompleteness of their educational certificates and 
asking that they might be admitted on the ground that 


they had entered the College before the passing of the 
bye-law in July last, and on the faith of certain state- 
ments made on behalf of the Council to the secretary of 
the Dick College. 

Mr. Mutvey: I should like to point out that these 
certificates were presented to the Examination Commit- 
tee held on the 2nd of December, and that they were 
then very fully considered. The opinion of the solici- 
tor was taken on each one and the committee decided 
that it was impossible to accept then. 
| _ Mr. Locke: With regard to this matter I think there 
| is no doubt you will all agree with me that the Council 
'have placed themselves in a very awkward position. 
| During the last two or three years we unfortunately have 
had to fight, and we have lost the day. I know it is not 
legal according to our new bye-law to accept these 
students, but I do not see why this Council could not for 
once by resolution allow these men to go up for their ex- 
amination, and not only allow these six men, but all 
those men who entered College previously to June, 1896. 
I think it would be doing the right and proper thing if 
we did that, it would not only do justice to the students, 
but place ourselves in a better position before the veter- 
inary profession. There is no doubt in my mind that if 
an action at law is brought against this Council, legally 
we should be perfectly right: but you all know thata 
judge and jury will not only look at the legal point of 
view, but will look at the equitable point of view. I 
am afraid we should find ourselves hardly in the right 
place, and that probably the judge or jury would give a 
verdict against us. I think it would be right and fair if 
we could see our way to accept all these students who 
entered the College with the perfect understanding that 
they would be allowed to present themselves with a 
| divided certificate and go up for the examination. I beg 
to move that all those students be accepted who entered 
the College before June, 1896. 

The PresipENT: You move an amendment to the 
motion for the acceptance of this paragraph of the report 
/and you ask this Council to reverse the decision of a 
previous Council ? 

_ Mr. Locke: Yé&s. At the committee meeting yester- 
| day the resolution that was come to was not unani- 
mous. 

Mr. Mutvey: May I| point out that this question has 
been before and decided by a previous Council meeting, 
_and that it would be necessary to rescind that before you 
/ can open the question again / } 
The Presmpent: At present Mr. Locke is perfectly in 
order in moving an amendment that the clause be not 
| adopted. We will take the amendment first. 

_ Vet.-Col. Lampert : I will second Mr. Locke’s amend- 
ment, not because I wish to do anything against the 
Council, but simply for the sake of the safety of the 
| Council that it should be on sure ground. The question 
‘appears to me to hinge on this; Did' the President lee 
certain authorities in Scotland to believe that these cer 
| tificates would be accepted? [“Yes.”] If he did not, 
| then, I should have no hesitation in voting that the 
perrien resolution of the Council be adhered to, but if 

e did, I think there.is some ground for dispute, a” 
that we might be in a perilous position in a Court 0 


w. 
Prof. Dewar: It is my duty to make a few observ 
tions in regard to this matter. As to the letter from the 
Town Clerk of Edinburgh on behalf of the trustees of 
the Dick College, the matter has never been brought 
fore the Council in the same way as it has been to-day, 
and I think there is no one here but will agree with m¢ 
that these students are in a very awkward position. 40% 
I think, will anyone be prepared to affirm that these 
students have done natin to bring themselves into 
this position. If they are ina difficult position, they 4! 
in it through no fault of their own. It is due more 


the fault of the officials of this College, and to the Cou 
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cil itself, than to anyone else. [“No.”] Excuse me. 
There is no use going over old ground, and [ will try to 
be as brief as possible. You know that the then Presi- 
dent of the College— 

Mr. Srmpson : Name, please. 

Prof. Dewar: Mr. Hunting—-wrote on the 18th of 
Octeber, 1894, a letter saying that divided certificates 
would be accepted. This was acted upon in good faith 
down to the end of November, or some time in Novem- 
ber, 1895. There was no doubt expressed, as fur as we 
are aware, but what the certificates would be accepted, 
and these students entered, as you will observe, at the 
end of October, 1895, on that understanding. Then at 
the end of November, 1895, the question was again 
raised whether in the case of those students who had 
entered the College those certificates should be accepted, 
as there was likely to be some difficulty about it. There 
was some correspondence between the secretary in Scot- 
land, and the secretary here, and the then president, 
Mr. James Simpson, called a special meeting of the 
Council. On the 20th of Decem 


secretary of the Dick College in connection with the 
matter, enclosing the following resolution,—“ That in the 
opinion of this meeting the certificates comprised in the 
first schedule to bye-law 52 are a sufficient educational 
test, irrespective of the mode in which such certificates 
are obtained.” Now this resolution was passed after these 
men had entered the College. They had entered the 
College, however, on the strength of this letter, and it 
will not do to enter a technical quibble and say that it 
was not meant to take two separate certificates, because 
this meeting was called for the very purpose of dealing 
with them as such, and they were accepted as such as 
recently as the July examination from fresh men going 
up for their first professional examination. I do not 
think any member of the Council would deny that the 
authorities of the College with which I am connected 
were in error in placing implicit faith in these documents 
which they received from this Council. I hold, and I 


r, 1895, a letter was | 
written by the secretary of the Council, Mr. Hill, to the | 


| their profession in consequence of this bye-law, and 
they may have adopted another. What are you goin 
to say to any claim that is brought forward by them ? 
am quite aware that it is a matter of expediency, but it 
is a matter for your consideration. Unfortunately for 
these gentlemen, Iam afraid that the resolution which 


their certificates must stand ; and if we have done wrong 
we shall have to take the consequences. 

The PresipENT : I will now put Mr. Locke’s amend- 
ment, which was seconded by Vet.-Col. Lambert, “ That 
the clause be not affirmed. 

The amendment, on being put, was declared to be lost, 
3 voting in its favour. 

The motion that the clause should stand was then put 
‘and carried. 
| Mr. Mutvey then moved the adoption of the fourth 
clause with reference to the consideration of what 
regulations should be made with regard to instructions 
‘to examiners in class D, ete. 

Prof. DEwaAk seconded the motion. 

Prof. McFapyean : If that is to be taken as a correct 
record of what peng her at the Committee meeting 
yesterday I have no objection, but if the adoption of 
that even temporarily ties our hands with reference to 
the question of the conduct of the examination, | object 
to it, and move that that paragraph be not accepted. It 
deals with the point which we all recognize requires 
settlement. It cannot be held that it has already been 
sufficiently discussed. Many here are asked to vote 
upon it without having heard any discussion at all. But 
inasmuch as my motion will raise it before an examina- 
tion can be held, I think it is better that we should not 
commit ourselves on the point, I beg to move that this 
paragraph of the report be not adopted. 

Prof. PENBERTHY seconded the motion. 

Mr. Simpson: | wish to speak upon the original 
motion with regard to the way that this D examination 
should be conducted. We heard in the earlier part of 
our deliberations to-day reference made to this subject 


has been already come to by the Council, with regard to. 


think no one here will deny it, that it is through the | by Professor McFadyean, and he told us what was in 
action of this Council that these students find themselves ithe minds of different members of this Council with 
in the difficult position in which they are now. I donot | regard to the interpretation of what the then Council 
wish to make an appeal to your generosity in any way, | intended should be done. A; one who took part in the 
T only desire to ask the Council to do justice to these framing of those regulations, | am sorry I must entirely 
students. They surely must look to the Council to disagree with the Opinion expressed by Professor Me- 
assist them in the difficult position in which they find | Fadyean, To my mind there isnot the slightest doubt 
themselves at the present time. As far as I know, I do | that the Council of that time—and I venture to think 
not believe that any member of the Council sitting at that the Conncil of the present tim: will agree with the 


this table would act in his individual and private capa- | view—took the view that there was no intention what- 


city in the way the Council is acting in connection with 
these men, and | do not believe that the Council will do 
it either. Did Mr. Locke move an amendment ! 

he Prestpent: Yes. The amendment is that this 
clause be not adopted. Supposing that is carried, it is 
for you to say what you will do with this letter. 

Mr. Warirnany: I should like to ask the solicitor 
whether, in the event of this request on the part of these 
gentlemen being rejected and they do take legal pro- 
ceedings against this Council, there is any probability of 
their winning their case. 

_ Mr. THatrcuer : I beg to say that I have made it an 
invariable rule in my practice never to guarantee a 
verdict. 

Mr. Warrnany: I ask for your opinion. 


Mr. THarcHer : My opinion of the bye-law is this. 1 


recognise every word that Prof. Dewar has said, and 
nobody can sympathise with these young men more than 
Ido; but it ix my duty to say that if they were to be 
admitted we should be infringing the bye-law. | beg to 
point out to you that there is another result, viz., that 
some men have already obeyed this bye-law, or this in- 
Junction, and Lam told that they have sutfered what [ 
may call damage in consequence. I have been given to 


understand that one or two gentlemen have abandoned 


ever of making this a divided examination. Never did 
it enter into the mind of one member of Council, | ven- 
‘ture to say, who took part in the framing of these 
‘regulations, that there should be a divided examination. 
rof. PENBERTHY : | beg to say that at the Committee 
meeting yesterday our President expressed the opinion 
that there should be. I have done so to-day, but I do 
not speak for myself. | simply speak for the President, 
Mr. Stimpson : Of course in the face of such « state- 
ment as that | withdraw what [| said; but the impres- 
sion on my mind was so strong that we were pretty 
unanimous about it at the time those regulations were 
issued, that [ perhaps overlooked the fact that you had 
spoken against it. Now, sir, what is suggested’ Let 
us take the Class C examination first of all. There is a 
certain test-to be applied to the students, written, oral, 
practical, and otherwise. Here is the practical portion 
of the C examination under the four years’ system : 
“The recognition of defects in stables, recognition of 
defects in harness : recognition of defects in forage, and 
‘a general acquaintance with animal conformation 
especially as regards the horse, his points, marks, height, 
breed, color, age, adaptability for work.” It will be in 
the minds of all of you that when we were discussing 
how this was to be conducted, Professor McFadyean 
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suggested that this examination should be conducted in 
a room ; and we, I think, after a time, convinced him at 
any rate that it would be better conducted in a loose 
box than in a room, and that was agreed to. Now we 
come to the D examination. A certain amount of prac- 
tical work is to be done there : “ Examination as to sound- 
ness, operations, obstetrics, meat inspection.” Now, 
entlemen, is it wise in these days when the profession 
co so plainly spuken out on the question of divided 
examination (Hear, hear, and certificates) or divided 
certificates— I was coming to the divided certificates—I 
say, is it advisable? and I venture to think that those 
eleven gentlemen who pledged themselves to undivided 
certificates will as staunchly support the idea of un- 
divided examinations. (Hear, hear). For the reasons 
which I have given Ido hope the Council will not make 
this a divided examination. (Hear, hear.) To allow the 
student to pass the theoretical portion of this D exami- 
nation, and then for the College to say: “ We have done 
with you now, go and get your practical work where you 
like,” is to my mind not the correct _— It has been 
stated by a representative of the College that they 
cannot get it at College. Why? Because they choose 
to have a Summer session instead of allowing the 
aa to go out in the summer. (Hear, hear, and 
no, no. 
Proressor PENBERTHY: I rise to a point of order 
and privilege. It has been stated, that I, as a represen- 
tative of the College, said that practical knowledge 
could not be got at College. I have never said such a 
thing. I have said that 1t was my opinion that that was 
the prevailing idea, and the very frequently expressed 
one when these regulations were drawn up. 

Mr. Stmpson: What is your point of order? 

Proressor PENBERTHY: That you made a mistake. 

THE PRESIDENT: Professor Penberthy is simply cor- 
rectinga mistake of yours, so far far as he was personally 
concerned, 

Mr. Simpson: I will withdraw that and say, a_pro- 
fessor at a Veterinary College. 

ProressorR PENBERTHY: That does not satisfy me 
at all. 

Mr. SIMPSON : 
Council. 

Professor PENBERTHY: ‘That does not satisfy me 
either. The fact you stated is wrong. I have never ex- 
pressed the opinion that you have just stated. The 
opinion you attributed to me was that the College did 
not and could not provide sufficient material for gaining 
the practical treed set necessary to get the diploma. I 
said in my former remarks, that that was an idea pre- 
vailing in the profession and in the Council at the time 
those regulations were drawn up. 

Mr. Simpson: I beg your pardon, then, and [ will 
withdraw it unreservedly. I thought [ heard you say 
so. I certainly did hear a voice come from that corner, 
and | thought it was you. Then, sir, I will not detain 
you any longer. I think, at any rate, I have said enough 
to convince the members of the Council who were not 
— at the meeting of the Committee, yesterday, to 

ear the various arguments for or against, that it would 
be undesirable to divide this D Examination. 

_ Vet.-Capt. BurLer: I should like to say one word 
in support of the amendment that this paragraph be de- 
leted from the Report. There is, at the present time 
hanging on the board a notice for the alteration 
of the bye-law, and that will come on for discussion at 
the April meeting. No examination can take place 
until more than a month after that meeting, and at that 
meeting we shall have the pleasure of hearing all these 
gentlemen repeat the arguments we have heard so ably 
put forward this evening. I therefore su port the 
amendment in order that we may, after we ies gone 
over the arguments again, and come to a conclusion, 


Then I will say a member of this 


give our directions to the examiners for the examina- 
tion. 

Mr. Mutvey: I certainly do not agree with the 
argument advanced by Captain Butler, because that will 
entail the whole of the work of. the Examination Com- 
mittee béing done over again. (“No, No.”) If you ca 
this clause now, it is done with, but in the event of Prof. 
McFadyean’s new motion being carried, then, of course, 
you could go over it again, but there is no occasion to do 
the work twice. 

Professor MCFADYEAN : 
tion of my motion. 

Mr. Mutvey: I am simply saying that it will neces- 
sitate doing of the work of the Examination Committee 
twice, whereas, if you carry this now, the Examination 
Committee will not have to do the work over again. 

Professor McFapyEAN : I object to that statement 
entirely. 

Mr. Mutvey: I want to point out to you the differ- 
ence between this Class D. Examination and the exam- 
ination as carried out in Class C. In the Class D. Ex- 
amination the subject of pathology is taken from it, and 
materia medica : now, as it is intended to be carried out 
it is a clinical examination, and how you are to divide 
that into two portions I certainly do not understand. 
The examination has to be conducted in a stable or in a 
yard in the presence of the animals both conjointly. 

Proressor McFapyEan: The written. 

Mr. Mutvey: I cannot speak about the written. 

Vet.-Capt. Butter: -What about the paper, is that 
clinical ? (Order, order.) 

Mr. Mutvey: Iam not speaking about the written. 
I simply pointed out that the examination now is simply 
a clinical one ; and if you are going to divide it into two 
— of that description, you will have nothing of it 

eft. 


Professor EpGar: I should like—although I very 
strictly agree with the interpretation Mr. Simpson and 
Mr. Mulvey have placed upon the intentions of the 
Council with regard to the conduct of the D Examina- 
tion, being a co-worker with them in framing it—to ask 
Mr. Mulvey if he would consider the advisability of 
withdrawing that clause, on account of putting the 
Council, once again, in a very ridiculous position. _Ow- 
ing to Professor McFadyean having determined to bring 
forward his motion next month, we stand in the position 
of having probably to rescind that which the Council do 
to-day ; and if Mr. Mulvey will kindly withdraw that 
clause, we shall not be committed to any action. We 
shall be able dispassionately to discuss it without hav- 
ing to rescind that which we resolve upon to-day. 
(Hear, hear.) 

The Presipent: The amendment by Professor 
McFadyean, seconded by Professor Penberthy, is “That 
the clause relating to the D Examinatlon be deleted. 

The amendment was then put, nine voting for a 
nine against. 

The Presipent: As the voting is equal the matter 
is in my hands, and I shall support the Committee 
giving my casting vote in favour of the clause standing 
You will have an opportunity of discussing it agai at 
the next Council meeting. 

On the motion of Mr. MuLvey, seconded by Mr. 4 
the final clause of the report was adopted without 
cussion. 


I object to a misrepresenta- 


Finance CoMMITTEE. 


The SecrETArRY read the report of the Finance Con 
mittee. by Mr 

On the motion of the PresrpENt, seconded 
Wraca, the report was adopted, with some < 0 
amendments, and cheques were ordered to be dra 
meet the liabilities. 


The PRESIDENT: The treasurer asks permission of the 


Council to alter the date of the financial year. He 
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it would be far more convenient for making up the 
accounts if we make our annual statement to the end of 
April 30th instead of March 31st. The matter was care- 
fully considered by the Finance Committee this morning, 
and it was decided to ask that our financial year should 
be #itered as | have mentioned. 

On the motion of Mr. Mulvey, seconded by Mr. Kidd, 
this was agreed to. 


JUBILEE AND Bursary COMMITTEE. 


The Secretary read the report. The committee re- 
commended that the funds be invested, and they also re- 
ported to the Council that the tablet had been placed in 
a in the Hall of the Coliege by Mr. James 
Simpson. 

The Presipent: As chairman, I beg to move the 
adoption of the Jubilee Memorial Committee’s report, 
and also “That the thanks of the Council be accorded to 
Mr. Simpson for his handsome gift of the tablet which has 
been placed in the Hall.” 

No. FauLKNerR: I have much pleasure in seconding 
that. 

The motion was carried unanimously. 

The PresipENt: I have much pleasure in informing 

ou, Mr. Simpson, that the thanks of the Council have 
n accorded to you. 
Mr. Stupson : Thank you, sir. 


MELBOURNE COLLEGE COMMITTEE. 


The Presipent : We now have to consider the Mel- 
bourne College Committee’s report. You will remember 
the application, and it was decided to refer the matter to 
a committee. 

The Secrerary read the report which stated that the 
whole of the correspondence which had passed between 
the officials of the Melbourne Veterinary College and 
the officials of the Royal College in reference to the 
application of the Melbourne College that their gradua- 
tes should be entitled to registration as colonial practi- 
tioners under the Veterinary Surgeons Act of 1881, had 
heen brought before the committee. The application 
appeared to mean generally on behalf of all the graduates 
of the College, and not on the behalf of any one indi- 
vidual. The Melbourne Veterinary College was recog- 
nised by the Colonial Government and there was a pro- 
vision in the Melbourne Act that members of the 
R.C.V.S. were entitled to registration in the colony. 
The Melbourne College curriculum provided for a four 
years course, but the standard appeared to be inferior 
to that of the Royal College. The Melbourne College 
had offered to bring the standard up to that of the Royal 
College provided their graduates were recognised. The 
committee reported, after full consideration of the 
matter, that they were unable to recommend that the 
graduates of the Melbourne Veterinary College should 

ve Con see at present, it being clear that the standard 
generally was not up to that of the Royal College. With 
regard to the offer of the Melbourne College to raise its 
standard the committee were of opinion that the Royal 
College should not enter into a bargain of that. sort. 
tews might differ as to whether the terms of any such 
argain could be complied with, and it was better for 
the Royal College to reserve to itself any action in the 
matter. In conclusion the committee suggested that 
— the Council think fit to adopt the report letters 
_ ould be addressed to the principal of the Melbourne 
College, forwarding: a copy of the report or embodying 
its contents. 
“oe the motion of the President, seconded by Mr. 
V the .report was adopted, and it was further re- 
ta ve that a letter as drafted and read by the Solicitor 
to the Melbourne and Colonial Schools, embody- 

'g the views of the committee, and that a copy of the 

report be sent therewith. 


Court oF EXAMINERS. 


THE SECRETARY read the report of the Court of Exam- 
iners, which was adopted. 

[The result of the examinations have already appeared 
in our columns. } 

The SECRETARY read the reports of the examiners. 

The Prestwent : [ think in view of what has occurred 
‘at Glasgow that our thanks are due to Prof. MeCall for 
sending his students to Edinburgh. 

Mr. Wraae : | beg to move that. 

Mr Mutvey seconded the motion, which was 
agreed to, 


Reports DELEGATES. 


The Secretary read a letter from Mr. Elphick stating 
that he had attended the written portion of the exam- 
ination held at Edinburgh, where he found the arrange- 
ments made were perfectly good. The whole of the 
candidates presented themselves prompt to time, and he 
was pleased to say there was no complaint as to their 
conduct, everything passed off very satisfactorily. The 
secretary also read a letter from Vet.-Capt. Butler, who 
reported that he had attended the examinations in 
London in accordance with instructions. The students 
at the written examination were, in his opinion, seated 
much too closely together. At the oral examination one 
of the examiners was late. That might be unavoidable, 
but he thought punctuality ought to be observed by the 
examiners as well as by the students. He had paid par- 
ticular attention to the stable management and shoeing 
table, where the examination erred, if anything, on the 
side of leniency. There had been some discussion with 
regard to that table, but he would observe, whatever its 
position in the scheme of professional training, it was. 
absolutely necessary—-more particularly that part which 
related to shoeing. He thought the term “stable 
management ” was rather a misnomer in that connection; 
Generally the examination arrangements appeared to 
work smoothly and well. 

The Prestpent: Has Mr. Mason made a report / 

Mr. Mason: I have no report to make. Everything 
was satisfactory except the old cry that all the animals 
were healthy. 

The Presment: You have heard the reports of the 
Board of Examiners and the delegates. Perhaps some- 
one will move that they be referred te the Examination 
Committee to be acted upon. 

Mr. Fraser: May we take it that the Examination 
Committee will see to that mistake that only healthy 
animals had been provided? [t has been repeated over 
and over again. 

The Prestpent : The way to have that matter atten- 
ded to is to send the whole thing to the Examination 
Committee. 

The Secretary : Enquiries were made of Mr. Ruther- 
ford, and he said he would do his best to get diseased 
‘ animals. 

Mr. Fraser: | will move that the reports be referred 
to the Examination Committee. 

Mr. Simpson seconded the motion which was agreed to. 

Mr. Barrerr: Might I suggest to you that there is 
the question of the students being placed too closely 
together? | complained of the same thing when | 
attended the examination. | think it is a matter that 
wants very careful consideration. I have no hesitation 
in saying that many of the students were reading the 
papers of those sitting in front of them. I should be 

vlad if that matter were also referred to the Examina- 
‘tion Committee to deal with. 
! Mr. Srwpson: I now beg to move: “That a vote of 
thanks be accorded to the Principals of the Schools who 
_aftorded facilities for the conduct of the examination.” 
| | was not in Scotland and therefore I am not able to say 
| what took place there, but I can say with regard to 
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Camden Town that everything there was done for the 
convenience of the examiners and to the extreme satis- 
faction of the delegates. 

Mr. Mason: As adelegate I beg to second that motion. 


Agreed to. 
FELLOWSHIP DEGREE. 


The SECRETARY read the report of the Chairman of 
the Fellowship examination. | 
[The result of the examination has already appeared 


in our columns]. 
Notices OF MOTION. 


The Presipent: The next business is a notice by Mr. 
Barrett of a proposed new bye-law. I think it some- 
what bears on what has been said here to-day. 

The Secretary: The following is the pro new 
bye-law which Mr. Barrett will suspend on the notice- 
board to-day :—A student rejected at his fourth exami- 
nation in respect of the theoretical portion of the 
examination shall not be 1 ermitted to present himself 
again for examination until he shall have attended at 
least one term at a recognised veterinary school ; and a 
student rejected in the practical portion only of the 
fourth examination shall ' permitted tu present himself 
again at such practical portion at the next ensuing 
examination, <a such student shall not ‘be required to 
attend a veterinary school during the interval of such 
rejection and such examination.” 

The Presipent : That is notice of motion. We have 
serene to do with it now ; it will be suspended on the 

rd. 

Prof. McFapyean: I do not know whether Mr. 
Barrett is aware that I have an identical resolution 
suspended. 

Mr. Barrer: | do not think the terms of your bye- 
law are quite satisfactory, and I have therefore placed 
mine on the board. 

Mr. DotLtar: Before the business is closed, I should 
like to ask whether you would be willing to take under 
the head of “ other business,” the Election of the Hono- 
rary and Foreign Associates. 

The PresipentT: will take them if possible, but 
du not think they have been suspended quite three 
months. 

The Sonicrror : The qualification must be suspended 
for a period of not less-than three months. 

The PrestpENT: Then we cannot take it to-day. 

Mr. Dottar: I beg to give notice, then, that at 
the next meeting of Council, I shall propose those 
gentlemen for Honorary and Foreign Membership, 
whose names are at present suspended on the notice 


The PrestpeNt: Before we dissolve | have to call 
your attention to one matter. There is a defective 
water-pipe on the adjoining premises which is seriously 
damaging our property. Mr. Hil! cannot get anything 
done by the owners, and it will be absolutely necessary 
for the solicitor to take some steps in order to get the 
matter put right. If not we shall be soon involved in 
expense on our own account. I therefore ask for your 
authority to instruct our solicitor to take action in con- 
nection with the matter. 

to. 

nthe motion of Mr. Wragg, a vote of thanks was 
accorded to the President for : conduct in the chair. 


AccrpENtT.—Mr. T. E. Baker, veterinary surgeon. of 
Crewkerne, while driving through the vill: 
met five horses, one of which was being led, the others 
following behind. One of the latter came in contact 
with the off wheel of Mr. Baker's trap, and so bent the 
axle that Mr. Baker had to leave the trap behind.-— 


- EXTRACTS AND NOTES. 


ROYAL VETERINARY COLLEGE. 


At the quarterly meeting of the General pu 
Committee of the governors of the Royal veteriary 
College, held in the board-room of the college, among 
those present were Mr Berens (the chairman) Sir Nigel ‘ 
Kingscote, General FitzWygram, Professor Brown, k; 
Colonel Lambert, and Professor McFadyean, the princi- 
pal of the college. From the principal’s report it ap- 
peared that the number of students on the roll was 219, 
66, of whom entered during the past year, as against 65 q 
and 33 in 1895 and 1894 respectively, At the December ; 
examinations of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, 

81 students presented themselves, of whom 53, or 65 per 
cent. passed. During the past quarter 535 animals were sent 
to the college, of which number 274 horses, 45 dogs, and : 
three cats were retained for treatment. At the out- 
vatients free clinique 1,960 animals were treated, which 
meluded 1,139 horses, 20 donkeys, 622 dogs, 166 cats, 
seven goats, four birds, two rats ; 290 horses were brought 
for examination as to soundness, 158 of which passed as 
sound or as serviceable for the purpose required by the 
owner. Eighty-six new subscribers were elected who 
had joined the college during the past six months. Dur- F 
ing the quarter viscera from 117 cases of disease were ex- ts 
amined for veterinary surgeons or for members of the : 
Royal Agricultural Society gratuitously—these cases in- 
cluded anthrax, tuberculosis, glanders, actinomycosis, 
rabies, sheep scab, fowl cholera, &c.-- also mallien for 502 
horses was supplied gratis to veterinary surgeons. 


PAUL'S PURGE. 


a 


Last week | quoted in derision a paragraph from the 
Times of Natal, which conveyed the impression that 
Her Most Gracious Majesty the Queen-Empress had 
descended to the humble if useful occupation of a horse- 
doctor. Little did I dream at the time of writing that 
His Honour the State President of this Republic was 
even then recalling his early days on the ancestral farm 
by emulating the profession of a cow-doctor. Yet such 
was the case. Only last Friday, from some place with 
an ungodly name which he chanced to strike in the 
course of his bi-annual wayzgoose, did the Father of his 
Country launch forth to a startled nation, through the 
electric telegraph, a fearfully-and-wonderfully-made cure 
for the rinderpest. God and the Society for the Prevev- 
tion of Cruelty to Animals know that even at the best 
of times the lot of the unfortunate ox in this free and 
independent Republic is not a happy one. But the hap- 
less ox may now well exclaim “Save me from My 
friends, and above all from friend Kruger.” “The 
remedy is as follows,” ticked the nonchalant wire. “4° 
soon as the beast becomes sick one teaspoonful of pode- 

»hyllin must be administered in a half-bottle of water. 

o far, this is mere child’s play, and reminds one ° 
nothing more serious than the harmless, necessary poe? 
pare pill of commerce, beloved of commercial travel 

ers. Presumably the administration of the “one te 
spoonful of podophyllin” is merely a test for bile 

hrice-happy ox that needs no further or worse app 
cation of Eohieson methods! But, “on the followm 
day, a piece of tobacco about three inches long mus 
chopped up and soaked in a bottle of water, after whi¢ 
the water must be given tothe animal.” Shades of : 
Anti-Tobacco Society, what is this? 1 once knew ® 


“ Mac 


Somerset County Herald. 


man who always designated bad whisky a5 ™ 
Dougall’s Dip,” and refused it with scorn and contumel’: 
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But this unholy infusion of Tobacco “must be given” to 
the unlucky animal, and, “if on the third day” it is still 
alive—I beg His Honour’s pardon—the telegram says, 
“its eyes are still watery, another three ‘inches of 
tobacco must be cut and soaked in a bottle of water, 
whfth is to be given as before.” If, on the third day its 
eyes are still watery! As if its eyes were likely to be 
dry after such a dose! “On the fourth day ”—truly, ’tisa 
long-suffering beast—-“‘a small mug of paraffin is to be 
adtainistered.” This is surely the climax, the reader 
will say. Paraffin is bad enough in moderate doses, but 
what of the “small mug”? The term admits of a 
liberal interpretation, particularly to the average Boer. 
But the end is not yet. “ When the beast purges badly ” 
—certainly a fairly safe proposition under the cireum- 
stances—“a dessert-spoonful of the bruised bark of the 
root of the incense tree must be mixed with a dessert- 
spoonful of alum and a bottle of water, and be allowed 
to draw for twelve hours. Then add to this a handful 
of flour meal, and give it to the animal.” If the purg- 
ing does not stop, this precious dose is to be repeated. 
And then, says the President, with delightful if un- 
conscious irony, “if the animal does not eat well (!) 
repeat the paraffin oil ds described above, and”— 
— thought—“ clean the mouth of the beast with 
“salt.” 

If this is not a case of “kill or cure,” then I should 
like to know what it is. Podophyllin, tobacco, more 
tobacco, paraffin, bruised bark of the root of the incense 
tree, alum, flour meal, more bruised bark of the root of 
the incense tree, more alum, more flour meal, more 
parattin, and salt! Adlemachtig! Let us hear no more 
of the Franchise, the Press Law, the Expulsion of Aliens, 
and all the other grievances of the Uitlander, but let him 
go down on his knees and thank his Creator that he was 
not born a beast of burden. When the fever of the 
country seizes upon him, and the typhoid fiend sends 
him babbling in delirium of the green springs of his 
home, let him be grateful to Him who made him a man 
and not an ox, lest perchance his path to the grave 
might be enlivened by the tobacco, paraffin, alum, and all 
the other horrors of the Presidential pharmacopeeia, 
Well did the ress call it “ An Alleged Cure.” If it be a 
cure, then let us all cure our several human complaints 
with forked lightning and Boer tobacco. But, when 
your steak has a flavour of paraffin, your sirloin reminds 
you of blue pill, your ox-tail soup is perfumed like a 
censer, and you tind shreds of tobacco in your beef-olives, 
do not veep, my friends, do not repine-—in the words of 
the immortal Pecksniff, sadly misused of our flippant 
gnesten, “it is chronic.” You are but eating one of 

aul’s salted oxen, physicked to death, but free of the 
Eendvagt maakt magt !—Critic (Johannes- 
urgh). 


A Queer Story. 

From the Garston and Woolton Reporter we take the 
following curious account, which requires some explana- 
tion :~-“ For some time past the question of the tuber- 
culosis in cattle has occupied a good deal of attention 
among butchers, farmers, and dairymen in St. Helens, 
and there has been a good deal of doubt expressed as to 
the efficiency of the tuberculin test, which has for its 
object the revealing of tuberculosis in living cattle. An 
Interesting experiment has just been baad in this 
neighbourhood, which will ‘make all concerned doubt 
the process still more. On the 11th December last, Mr. 
W. G. Dixon, veterinary surgeon, who is the inspector 
for the Corporation under the Contagious Diseases 
(Animals) Act, subjected five heifers belonging to Mr. 
James Hamilton, of Old Garswood Hall, to the tubereu- 
lin test. They were inoculated with a specific amount 
of tuberculin matter taken from cattle affected with 
Hea verculosis, their temperature being taken for some time 

oth before and after this process, the test showing that 


the heifers were affected with tuberculosis. After wait- 
ing some time it was decided to slaughter the animals. 
with a view to seeing if the test could be relied upon, 
and this was done on Wednesday morning, when the fact 
came to light that each of the five cows were perfectly 


| healthy and free from disease, so that in this particular 


case the test had not been satisfactory. Further experi- 
ments will be looked forward to with interest. 


Presentation to a Veterinary Inspector. 


At the Woodside Hotel, Birkenhead, on the 24th ult. 
a presentation of silver plate was made to Mr. Vesey, 


assistant-Government Veterinary surgeon for the port of 


Liverpool, on the occasion of his departure to take up an: 


anpneees at Deptford. The presentation which was. 
su 


scribed to by the members of the cattle trade doing 
business at the Woodside, laiages was made by Mr. A. Brew- 
ster. It consisted of a massive solid silver centrepiece, with 
four silver candlesticks, and an elaborate illuminated. 
address in gilt frame. The centrepiece is exquisitely de- 
signed in the form of a palm and may be used for either 
fruit or flowers. Mr. Vesey, in acknowledging the testi- 
monial, said he had always endeavoured to ie his duty 
to the State with as little friction as possible with the 
members of the cattle trade.—-Liverpool Courier. 


OBITUARY 


EpWARD CRrESWELL, M.R.C.V.S., Bromsgrove. 
Graduated, Lond., April, 1864. 

Preaching at All Saints’ Church, Bromsgrove, on Sun- 
day, the Vicar (the Rev. F. L. Milward), said :—Death 
itself has been very near to us this week. Only last 
Thursday we heard of the terribly sudden death of one 
of our sidesmen. Edward Creswell was elected a sides- 
man at Easter, 1886, and ever since has remained in 
office. His diligent attention to his duties, his many 
good qualities create a blank which will not be easy to 
fill. His extreme kind-heartedness, his readiness to hel 
all who were in any kind of trouble, will cause his deat. 
to be long and keenly felt among a very wide circle of 
friends. Personally, i most deeply deplore the sad death, 
and mourn for one who has rendered such long and use- 
ful service to the parish of All Saints. 

The funeral took place at the Bromsgrove Cemetery 
on Monday afternoon amid general expressions of regret. 
Bromsgrove Weekly Messenger. 

FrepertcK Cast, M.R.C.V.S., Swaffham. 
Graduated London, April Ist, 1873. 

We regret to announce the death of Mr. Frederick 
Case, of the Manor Farm in this town, M.R.C.V.S. and 
farmer, who died suddenly at his residence on Thursday 
morning, 14th inst., at the early age of 48 years. The 
deceased gentleman had been ailing for some days, but 
had not consulted a medical man until the morning of 
his death, when he sent for Dr. Thomas about half-past 
eight, and who remained with him until a quarter-past 
nine when Mr. Thomas proceeded home for the purpose 
of obtaining some medicine, which had not been pre- 
pared when a messenger arrived at Mr. Thomas’s surger 
and stated that Mr. Case had suddenly expired. Death 
was due to suffocation caused by an abscess in the throat. 
There will not be an inquest. Mr. Case had for many 
years carried on the profession of a veterinary surgeon, 
and was inspector under the Privy Council for the Hun- 
dreds of South Greenhoe and Wayland. On Mr. T. 
Wather vacating the Manor Farm, Mr. Case hired it, and 
oceupied it at the time of his death. Mr. Case was a 
staunch conservative, and one of the vice-chairmen of 
the committee of the Salisbury Conservative Club. He 
also had been a member of the Local Board of Health 
and Urban District Council from 1889 to 1896, and on 
retiring in the latter year did not seek re-election. At 
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the time of his decease he was one of the directors of 
the Crown Inn Estate Company. The loss of Mr. Case 
will be greatly felt in the town and neighbourhood, 
where his sudden death is deeply deplored and regretted. 
—Eastern Daily Press. 


H. A. Parrison, M.R.C.V.S., Govt. Offices, Cape Town. 
Graduated, Lond., May 7, 1892. 


The news has been received here of the death of Mr. 
H. A. Pattison, Government Veterinary Surgeon for the 
South Western Districts. From what we can gather the 
deceased arrived in Mossel Bay a week or two ago by 
steamer from Port Elizabeth, having been engaged in 
veterinary business in the Uitenhage and Graaff-Reinet 
districts, and was on his way to Kimberley when he 
took ill, and was obliged to go to bed with an attack of 

leurisy and meningitis. Mrs. Pattison arrived in 
Mossel Bay from Oudtshoorn in the evening of the 
same day and found her husband ill in bed. Mr. Pattison 
became worse until Tuesday afternoon when he expired. 

Mr. Charles, Barry, brother-in-law of the deceased, 
was wired for, and proceeded to the Bay immediately, 
making all the preparations for the funeral which took 
place yesterday and was largely attended. 

The deceased, though a comparatively recent resident 
in the Colony, was well known in these parts and 
universally liked, and it is difficult to ‘realise that the 
familiar manly figure and happy, beaming countenance 
of Harry Pattison are no more. Cut off in his youth 

and taken from his young wife and child the blow seems 
a terrible one, and in expressing our deep sympathy with 
the bereaved ones, we are only echoing the expressions of 
every one of the large circle of friends and acquaintances 
of the deceased. 


Mr. J. W. Crowhurst, F.R.C.V.S. one of the deceased’s 
colleagues, writing from Cape Town, says: “His death is 
a loss to the Colony, especially at the present time, as 
the veterinary staff is hard pushed an account of rinder- 
pest. Of course there are men to fill his place, but it 
takes some time before anyone can become acquainted 
with the colonial diseases ind the ways of the Colony. 

Pattison was a jovial and generous-hearted fellow and 
well liked by all his colleagues, who are deeply sorry to 
pe lost him. For his wife the most sincere sympathy 
is felt.” 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


MR. DONALD AND THE BORDER COUNTIES 
VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 
_ What a great pity it is that the minds of men should 
differ so much. It is an old saying and a true one that 
“every question has two or more sides to it.” These 
make me ask what there isin Mr. Donald’s long letter 
likely to ben. fit the profession! Is there anything in it, 
except a dissatisfied member differing with his club—an 
every day occurrence, 

Mr. Donald’s letter reminds me very much of a story 
Professor Dick used to tell about a soldier who had run 
away from his regiment, and on being re-captured was 
sentenced to be flogged. He was tied up to the triangles, 
and a big Irish drummer was called upon to apply the 
lash. After a few strokes the poor unfortunate cried 
out, “Hoch! hit here. Hoch! hit there. Hoch! hit 
every Where.” “ Botherashun to yez” cried the drummer, 

hit however I may I can’t plase yez.” Some people 
are bad to please, and I am sorry that the green-eyed 
monster is still rampant in the ranks of the profession ; 


yet, like the poor ghost in Hamlet, “I could a tale un- 
fold,” but as Macbeth says “ Here let it lie.” It is very 
pleasing to note that juvenile satellites join the societies, 
and it is to be hoped that in the future magnets will be 
found who will attract those satellites around them. 

With reference to the extravagance of office bearers, 
as honorary treasurer of the Society, I must say that in 
all common fairness Mr. Donald cannot lay that charge 
to—- Yours truly, 

Henry THOMPson. 


Aspatria, Jan. 19th. 


ELECTORAL DIVISIONS. 


SIR, 

Now that I am writing I may as well “ put in another 
spoke,” although you have lately had plenty of pulveriz- 
ing, but ah! man you are equal to it. I fully expected 
that someone would have replied to the remarks in your 
leader of January 2nd, but as I said at the Border 
Counties V.M.A. meeting “ What is everybody’s concern 
is nobody’s concern.” 

Now Lam not the first to suggest the division of the 
profession into districts for election purposes. If I mis- 
take not my old friend Mr. Cunningham, of Slateford, 
some years ago.made an attempt in this direction. With 
reference to your question what fault could be found 
with the method of election of the Council. May I ask 
another? How is Scotland, L[reland, and the North of 
England represented? Why should the South and the 
Midlands have the pull? Whata slur on the North— 
‘but allow me to tell you that if you have lords in the 
South we have chiefs in the North.” 

Again you say “it is possible that some day a county 
might not contain a single first-class man.” Thank you 
very much Mr. Editor for the compliment paid to the 
country practitioner. May I ask whose fault will <his be! 
Will it be owing to the bungling that has been made by 
your “best men” with the educational question? I do 
honestly think a few country practitioners could have 
handled this matter in a more business-like fashion.— 
Yours truly, 

Hy. THompson. 


HONOURS AT THE FINAL. 
DEAR Str, 

I see it stated in your issues of the Record for 
January 9th and 16th that honours have not been gained 
in the final examinations of the Royal College of Veter- 
inary Surgeons for the past three years, until last Dee 
ember. This, I beg to state, is not correct, as int 
final examinations for the session 1894-95, three of ws 
were then awarded second class henours ; all three of us 
being graduates of the Camden Town School. Thre 
students also from the Edinburgh New Veterinary Col 
lege, succeeded in gaining second class honours in the 
same session. No acknowledge ment of our havils 
passed a superior examination has ever been give us Y 
the London School, although it is clearly stated in the 
College Calendar that “Certificates of Distinction 9 
be cor ferred on Students who pass a superior examine 
tion for the Diploma of the Royal College of Veterimat’ 
Surgeons.” I think that as a rule was made to give 
tificates to students who passed under these conditioas 
it ought to have been carried out. Apologising ' 
troubling you, Yours faithfully, ‘ 
“OnE oF THE THREE 


January 19th, 1897. 
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